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Destruction of Battlefield Imminent
Development Still Planned for Chancellorsville

A

developer still plans to
construct hundreds of houses
and a commercial center on the
battlefield of May 1st, 1863. The Trust
has informed its members of this threat
for the past few years and also used
the time to carefully identify the
portions of this ground that must be
protected for the area to retain any
historic integrity.
The difficulty in this process is that
the fighting occurred along a mile and
a half stretch of the Orange Turnpike
(now State Route 3) as well as along
the Orange Plank Road, just to the
south. Many areas of this battleground have already been developed,
but the land north of the turnpike has
remained farmland and looks much as
it did when Stonewall Jackson’s
troops moved out to halt the advance
As this battlemap represents, the Dogwood Development project would destroy a
of what must have seemed like the
significant amount of the May 1st battlefield and also threaten the NPS holdings.
entire Union army.
As the Federal and Confederate
among them recognized that a hill on the western
troops deployed that day, the experienced men
edge of the field was the key feature of that terrain.

CVBT Members Help

Pay Down Note

T

hanks to the response of our members,
the Trust has been able to pay down
$25,000 on its note for the property at Nine Mile
Run, on the Chancellorsville battlefield. This
payment leaves just under $30,000 as the balance
due. As we have informed you before, paying
down the debt as quickly as possible allows us to
save on interest costs. Thanks to everyone who
continued on page two

Union artillery on this height could dominate the
ground. In fact, the Federal commanders established a strong line in that area, as fighting swung
back and forth. Their commander, Joseph Hooker,
did not personally view this area, though, and
foolishly ordered his forces to abandon it. The line
that Federal troops subsequently established closer
to Chancellorsville was inferior in every respect.
The Confederate army quickly exploited this
blunder, since they too recognized the advantages of
this high ground. If they held this line, the dense
trees around Chancellorsville would negate the
Union army’s advantage in artillery.
continued on page three

CVBT Awarded First Annual

Edwin C. Bearss Preservation Award

I
Membership
Categories
Annual Member

$35
Active Member

$135
Sustaining Member

$250
Patron

$500
Benefactor

$1,000
Life Member

$5,000
Life Patron

$10,000
Corporate Member

$500
Corporate Patron

$1,000

n May, the Trust was pleasantly surprised
to learn it had been awarded the Chicago
Civil War Round Table’s first annual Edwin C.
Bearss Preservation Award. The Chicago
Round Table enjoys the distinction of being the
oldest organization of this kind in the country.
We made their acquaintance in May 1999,
after we had purchased acreage in the Jackson
Flank Attack area of the Chancellorsville
battlefield. They were generous then and are
generous now, forwarding $1,000 as part of
this award, for “dirt and grass.”
While cash is always welcome (to preserve
land; not to pay staff), we were further
honored to be specifically selected by Ed
Bearss. As their award letter states, the
Chicago Round Table instituted this award to
show their regard “for Ed and his steadfast
service to education and preservation. An
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Members Help Pay Down
continued from page one

has so generously donated to this cause.
This property consists of six acres with
significant frontage along State Route 3. It
also backs up to an earlier CVBT purchase,
which gives us an 11-acre section of this
battlefield that includes the positions of both
the Union and Confederate pickets. Further,
this acreage is directly across Route 3 from the
100-acre property called McLaws Wedge
(acquired in 1998) that has since been
transferred to the National Park Service and,
by extension, to the people of the United
States.

intrinsic element of the award is the fact that
Ed himself chooses the preservation cause/
project/group that he deems worthy to receive
a $1,000 contribution….”
We extend our thanks to Ed and the
Chicago Civil War Round Table. One hundred
percent of this donation will be directed to
buying land.
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Annual Meeting

T

he CVBT held its annual meeting on
May 4th, at its property on the Po River.
This portion of the Spotsylvania Court House
battlefield saw action on May 9th, 1864 and
includes well-preserved earthworks as well as
a set of picket holes. Despite the threat of rain
in the morning and then a downpour later in
the day, several members and guests participated in walking tours, a barbeque dinner, and
the meeting itself.
During the business portion of the event, we
said good-bye to Board member Carroll C.
Hayden. For the last four years, Carroll has
been an active member of the Board (we do
not have a use for any other kind). He has
carefully tracked local land use decisions in
Spotsylvania County and taken on a variety of
labor-intensive and time-consuming tasks. We
will miss his energy and dedication as well as
his judicious participation in board discussions.
While Carroll stepped down from the
Board, Erik Nelson and Mike Stevens were
reelected to serve another term as directors.
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Purchase a Memorial Brick

and Honor the Soldiers Who Fought Here

T

hree more memorial bricks were set in
place for the Memorial Day weekend.
Two of them commemorated Union soldiers
(Henry Reuge, 61st Pennsylvania Infantry, and
Joseph Karge, 1st and 2nd New Jersey Cavalry). One more was placed in honor of a
Confederate infantryman (William M.
Johnson, 18th Georgia Regiment).
These engraved bricks are placed in
Fredericksburg, at the corner of Kenmore
Avenue and Hanover Street. The CVBT, in
partnership with the National Park Service
and the City of Fredericksburg, has developed
a small wayside park at this site. It has been
landscaped, paved with bricks, and three
panels installed recounting the dramatic events
associated with this section of the
Fredericksburg battlefield.
There is also a bench in this wayside park,
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Annual Meeting

so visitors can rest under the shade of mature
trees and perhaps reflect on these long ago
events. We invite members to purchase
memorial bricks, to add to the ambiance of this
site. Each brick can accommodate three lines,
of fifteen characters each. Please note that
spaces, commas, apostrophes, etc. also count as
spaces, so some words may need to be
contracted or abbreviated. Most folks include
a name, rank, and unit of their specific soldier.
If there is enough space, they might also note
whether the individual was killed or wounded.
The cost of each brick is $100. Proceeds go
toward the purchase of battlefield land. If you
are interested in commemorating an ancestor
or simply someone of interest (one member has
recognized William Barksdale), please contact
us.
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May 1st Battlefield
continued from page one

continued from page two

The May 1st battlefield was not a tremendously bloody encounter, but became critical
for the decisions made as a result of the action
there. Hooker’s orders to withdraw were
peremptory. His subordinates obeyed
reluctantly, but still obeyed, leaving the high
ground to their adversary. The Confederates
seized and controlled this hill for the rest of the
campaign.
The Trust has determined that this high
ground, as decisive terrain, must absolutely be
preserved.

Please check
your mailing
label to see if
your membership is due for
renewal. The
date appears
in the upper
right hand
corner of the
label. Clip out
the renewal form
and send it back.
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The CVBT also elected Jerry Brent as a new
director. Jerry is an energetic fellow and we
look forward to his contributions as a member
of the Board.
The Trust also presented two awards that
day. The CVBT initiated its own awards in
2001, to recognize outstanding preservation
service by government officials as well as by a
member of this organization. This year, the
Trust recognized Hal Wiggins, of the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, for his comprehensive approach to environmental regulation.
Hal routinely consults with the National Park
Service when reviewing Corps permit
applications, to ensure significant historic
resources are addressed during the federal
regulatory process.
The Trust also acknowledged the work of
member Robert K. Krick for his considerable
contributions to battlefield preservation. Bob’s
labors in this area of endeavor are beyond brief
description. He has dedicated much of his life
to understanding battlefield terrain, writing
about the soldiers who fought there, and
working to ensure such ground remains
available for study and enjoyment by the
American people.

Renewal
Note

Much of the May 1st battle was fought on this rolling ground in the photo above. If the current
project is allowed to go forward, this battlefield will be destroyed.

3

R E N ❏E W T ❏O D A Y ! !
Renewing Member

New Member

NAME
ADDRESS
CITY, STATE, ZIP
TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP:
❏ PATRON - $500
❏ CORPORATE MEMBER - $500

❏ ANNUAL MEMBER - $35
❏ BENEFACTOR - $1,000
❏ CORPORATE PATRON - $1,000

❏ ACTIVE MEMBER - $135
❏ LIFE MEMBER - $5,000

❏ SUSTAINING MEMBER - $250
❏ LIFE PATRON - $10,000

METHOD OF PAYMENT:

❏ CHECK

❏ VISA

❏ MASTER CARD

CREDIT CARD NUMBER

EXP. DATE

SIGNATURE (REQUIRED)

Please return completed renewal form with credit card information or a check payable to: Central Virginia Battlefields Trust.
Mail completed form to: Central Virginia Battlefields Trust, PO Box 3417, Fredericksburg, VA 22402.
In a constant endeavor to keep our costs down, the CVBT publishes a renewal form in all issues of “On The Skirmish Line”.
Please check your mailing label to see if your membership is due for renewal and clip out the form above and send it back to our
office. If your membership is current, but you know of someone who would like to join, please pass this membership form on to
them. The CVBT would be glad to include them in our ever growing list of members.

Post Office Box 3417
Fredericksburg, VA 22402
(540) 374-0900 ■ fax (540) 371-4505
www.cvbt.org

